A Landmark Premiere —
Hippoevent Para Spotlight Makes
a Powerful Debut in Greven-Bockholt
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Outstanding sport, true inclusion and €2,000 in special prize money
made the inaugural Hippoevent Para Spotlight a milestone event for
international Para Driving.

Greven-Bockholt (GER), 3-5 July 2026 — As the final competitors crossed the finish line
on Sunday afternoon and the official results were confirmed, everyone present realised
that this weekend had achieved far more than crowning a deserving winner. The
successful launch of the Hippoevent Para Spotlight marked the beginning of a new
chapter for international Para Driving.

For the first time, the international Hippoevent Para Spotlight initiative was fully
integrated into an established carriage driving tournament, staging an internationally
adapted Class S Para Driving competition under the German national rules. The event
provided Para Driving not only with a first-class sporting platform, but also with a
prominent place within one of Germany's most prestigious driving events — the 2026
German Four-in-Hand Championships.
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The premiere represented elite sport, genuine inclusion, international friendship and a
clear statement that drivers with disabilities are an integral part of the global carriage
driving community.

For Hippoevent, this weekend was far more than simply organising another competition. It
was a strong commitment to an open, modern and forward-looking vision of carriage
driving.

At the same time, Greven-Bockholt marked the beginning of a long-term vision. What
started as a successful premiere is intended to grow into an international series,
connecting organisers and Para drivers across national borders and ultimately crowning a
Hippoevent Para Spotlight Champion at the end of each season.

Ivonne Hellenbrand mit Maibach (Kéfi) | Foto Kai Schleicher
Greven-Bockholt — A Venue Steeped in Driving History

Few venues represent the traditions of carriage driving as impressively as Greven-
Bockholt. For decades, its outstanding facilities have ranked among the most important
venues for national and international driving sport. World Champions and German
Champions have been crowned here, while numerous international championships have
shaped the history of the discipline.

Para Driving also has a special connection with this historic venue. Over many years,
Greven-Bockholt has hosted important competitions that have contributed significantly to
the development of the sport. It was therefore the perfect location to launch a new
international initiative dedicated to the future of Para Driving.

"It was both an honour and a great pleasure to bring this project, which is very close to our
hearts, to Greven-Bockholt," commented Jacqueline Zimmermann, founder of
Hippoevent Para Spotlight.
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The 2026 programme once again highlighted the importance of the event. Alongside the
German Four-in-Hand Championships, the selection trials for Germany's young driving
talents and several other top-level competitions, Para Driving was fully integrated into the
schedule.

The message could not have been clearer: elite sport, youth development and Para
Driving belong together. Together they represent the diversity, strength and future of
carriage driving.

International Interest

Josien de Boer NED mit Zodie Mijn Grensjuweel | Photo Kai Schleicher

The considerable interest shown well before the event demonstrated that the Hippoevent
Para Spotlight had struck a chord within the international Para Driving community.

Originally, eight Para drivers from France, the Netherlands and Germany had entered
the competition.

Unfortunately, two competitors had to withdraw shortly before the event due to health
reasons. The entire Hippoevent Para Spotlight team wishes both athletes a speedy
recovery and looks forward to welcoming them back at future events.

Following excellent performances in Dressage and Marathon, Josien de Boer and Ivonne
Hellenbrand also made the responsible decision to withdraw from the Cones competition
after their ponies were unfortunately not considered fully Fit to Compete following the
demanding Marathon phase. Their decision once again demonstrated that horse welfare
always comes first.
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The final field featured experienced championship competitors and World Champions,
reflecting the exceptional standard of European Para Driving.

At the same time, the inaugural event clearly demonstrated the growing demand for an
international platform. Drivers exchanged ideas, built new friendships and strongly
supported the vision of bringing the international Para Driving community even closer
together.

Sport at the Highest Level

Throughout Dressage, Marathon and
Cones, the athletes showcased
outstanding horsemanship, precision
and harmony with their horses and
ponies.

Each phase of the competition
highlighted the remarkable
development of international Para
Driving. At the same time, it reminded
everyone that success in carriage
driving is about far more than faultless
performances or fast times. Trust
between driver and horse, mutual
understanding and years of dedicated
teamwork remain the true foundations
of success.

Equally impressive was the
atmosphere throughout the weekend.
Competitors supported one another,
shared experiences, celebrated each
other's achievements and
demonstrated the unique spirit that characterises the Para Driving community.

Fairness, friendship and mutual respect were evident at every stage of the competition.

It was precisely this exceptional spirit of teamwork that made the first Hippoevent Para
Spotlight such a memorable occasion.

More Than Just a Competition

From the outset, Hippoevent Para Spotlight was designed to become much more than
another competition on the international calendar.

The initiative aims to strengthen Para Driving worldwide, provide greater visibility for
athletes with disabilities and connect organisers, media partners, sponsors and supporters
across national borders.

The overwhelmingly positive response to the premiere confirmed that this vision meets a
genuine need within the sport. Throughout the weekend, discussions increasingly focused
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on the future of the initiative and on expanding the concept to additional organisers and
countries.

The greatest moments, however, were still to come — with the crowning of the first overall
winner, the presentation of a unique team award and a message that reached far beyond
sport itself.

A World Champion Claims a Historic Victory —
Alexandra Sievers and Equistar Lucie Shine

Alexandra Sievers mit Equistar Lucie | Foto Kai Schleicher

After three demanding phases — Dressage, Marathon and Cones — there was no doubt
about the overall winner. Alexandra Sievers of Germany delivered an outstanding
performance throughout the competition, winning all three phases to become the very first
Hippoevent Para Spotlight Champion.

Together with her twelve-year-old mare Equistar Lucie, the reigning World Champion
demonstrated remarkable consistency, precision and harmony, securing the overall title in
convincing style. In doing so, she became the first athlete to have her name engraved in
the history of Hippoevent Para Spotlight — a milestone not only for herself, but for the
entire initiative.

As the inaugural winner of the Hippoevent Para Spotlight Overall Classification,
Alexandra received the winner's trophy, the exclusive Winner's Rug, the distinctive
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championship rosettes and €1,000 in special prize money. The prize fund was
intentionally created as a tribute to the exceptional performances and commitment of
international Para drivers.

Reflecting on her victory, Alexandra said:
"Sometimes the most meaningful victories are those that are difficult to put into words.

Last weekend, Lucie and | returned to competition after a longer break at the St. Martin
Bockholt event in Greven-Bockholt. To win the very first Hippoevent Para Spotlight is
simply overwhelming.

The past months have not always been easy. Not every challenge happens inside the
dressage arena, and sometimes different opinions and obstacles along the way require
even more strength than the training itself. Preparing for this weekend tested us in many
different ways. That makes me even more grateful that we never lost sight of our path.

I am especially proud of my wonderful mare, Lucie. Despite the long competition break,
she was motivated, willing to perform and gave everything from the very first moment. The
partnership we share is something truly special, and it was that trust which carried us
through every phase of the competition.

My sincere thanks also go to my fantastic team. Your support, your positive energy and
your belief in us made this success possible.

I would also like to thank Hippoevent from the bottom of my heart for creating Para
Spotlight. Competitions like this increase visibility, encourage exchange between athletes
and demonstrate how naturally inclusive carriage driving can be lived. | sincerely hope that
the vision for the 2027 series becomes reality and inspires even more drivers with
disabilities to compete. Together, we can continue developing our sport while experiencing
true inclusion.

Finally, | would like to thank the organisers at St. Martin Bockholt. Their outstanding, fully
accessible venue, the seamless integration of Para and able-bodied sport and the
appreciation shown to us as athletes made this weekend truly unforgettable. This is
exactly how equestrian sport should be — together, respectful and on equal terms.

This victory means far more to me than simply winning a competition. It reminds me that
trust, teamwork and believing in your own path are often stronger than any obstacle you
encounter. Thank you, Lucie, Franzi and Dirk."

The Podium

Second place went to Heiner Lehrter, multiple World Champion and one of the most
influential personalities in international Para Driving. For decades, he has dedicated
himself passionately to developing the sport and has inspired generations of drivers
around the world.

Together with his impressive ten-year-old chestnut gelding Alba RR, Lehrter once again
demonstrated his outstanding class, delivering consistently excellent performances
throughout the weekend.
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Third place was secured by promising French newcomer Frangois Gallant with his
twelve-year-old gelding Eragon d'Abbetot. His confident performances confirmed his
considerable international potential and marked him as an exciting athlete to watch in the
years ahead.

Francois Gallant mit Eragon D’Abbetot | Foto Kai Schleicher

Teamwork as the True Meaning of Inclusion

One of the most emotional moments of the weekend was the inaugural presentation of the
Albert Sahle Award for Inclusion in Carriage Driving.

The award was established to celebrate inclusion in action while honouring Albert Sahle,
a multiple World Champion, one of the sport's true grand figures and a lifelong supporter of
Para Driving. His generous support made the creation of this unique award possible.

For this special classification, each Para driver was randomly paired with a Four-in-Hand
driver. Rather than focusing on individual success, the award celebrated combined
performance, symbolising trust, partnership and the unifying spirit of carriage driving.

The first-ever winners of the Albert Sahle Award for Inclusion in Carriage Driving were
Alexandra Sievers and Mario Schild.

Their combined performances earned them not only the specially created trophy but also
an additional €1,000 in prize money.
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Altogether, €2,000 in special prize money was awarded during the inaugural Hippoevent
Para Spotlight:

€1,000 for the Hippoevent Para Spotlight Overall Classification.

€1,000 for the Albert Sahle Award for Inclusion in Carriage Driving.
By winning both the overall title and the Albert Sahle Award alongside Mario Schild,
Alexandra Sievers became the defining athlete of this historic inaugural event.

Alexandra Sievers & Mario Schildt, Winners of the Albert Sahle Award for Inclusion in Carriage
Driving | Foto Kai Schleicher

Inclusion. Teamwork. Carriage Driving at Its Best.

Greven-Bockholt demonstrated in the most impressive way what genuine inclusion can
look like in equestrian sport.

Para drivers, Four-in-Hand competitors, young athletes, officials, judges, course
designers, volunteers and spectators were all part of one event—not separated, but
united.

The Albert Sahle Award perfectly reflected this philosophy. It showed that teamwork knows
no boundaries and that sporting success is built on mutual respect, trust and appreciation.

These are exactly the values Hippoevent Para Spotlight aims to promote.
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The initiative is not about highlighting differences. It is about celebrating a shared passion
for carriage driving, sporting excellence and the joy of experiencing the sport together.

A Vision Taking Shape

For Jacqueline Zimmermann, founder of the international Hippoevent Para Spotlight
initiative, the successful premiere in Greven-Bockholt represented far more than the
launch of a new competition.

"When we created Hippoevent Para Spotlight, we had a clear vision: to provide
international Para Driving with the stage it deserves and to give drivers with disabilities the
recognition their outstanding achievements have earned.

At Hippoevent, the athletes and, above all, their horses and ponies have always been at
the heart of everything we do. Beyond established structures, our focus is on one thing
above all else — the future of carriage driving.

Greven-Bockholt has demonstrated the enormous potential of this initiative. What
impressed me most was not only the exceptional standard of sport, but also the warmth,
the remarkable team spirit and the genuine sense of community shared by everyone
involved. This is exactly how we understand inclusion. It is not created through words, but
through shared experiences.

My sincere thanks go to the RuFV St. Martin Greven-Bockholt, all the athletes, officials,
Jjudges, volunteers, supporters, sponsors and partners. Without their commitment, neither
this premiere nor the entire initiative would have been possible.

I would especially like to thank Albert Sahle for his generous hospitality and his continuous
encouragement. Special thanks also go to Michael Swiezynski and Christoph Lepper,
whose professionalism, commitment and tireless support played a vital role in making this
inaugural event such a success.
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Greven-Bockholt was only the beginning.

Planning for 2027 is already well underway. Together with organisers in several countries —
and, without revealing too much, even on multiple continents — we are working towards
developing Hippoevent Para Spotlight into an international competition series. Drivers with
disabilities will collect points throughout the season, leading to the crowning of the first
Hippoevent Para Spotlight Champion.

Our ambition is to connect events, unite people and strengthen Para Driving on a
sustainable international level.

At the same time, we want to help establish Para Driving in countries where it is still
developing and to revitalise it where it has unfortunately declined in recent years. We
therefore warmly invite organisers, federations, athletes and supporters around the world
to become part of this journey and help shape the future of international Para Driving
together."”

The Beginning of a Global Movement

Just days before the event in Greven-Bockholt, Hippoevent received an encouraging
message from Molly Day, FEI Driving Director, recognising the work of the initiative.

"We would like to sincerely thank Hippoevent for the valuable work it is doing through the
Hippoevent Para Spotlight initiative to promote and raise the profile of Para Driving.
Increasing the visibility of the discipline and its athletes is something we very much
welcome, and it is extremely encouraging to see that Hippoevent Para Spotlight has been
so positively received within the international driving community."

This recognition from the FEI is both a motivation and an important confirmation that the
initiative is moving in the right direction.

The premiere in Greven-Bockholt was far more than a one-off event. It marked the
beginning of a long-term international project which, particularly in light of the current
developments within FEI Para Driving, has the potential to make a meaningful contribution
to the future of the discipline.

Hippoevent will continue to support international Para Driving through dedicated
journalism, inspiring stories, international networking and close cooperation with athletes,
organisers and partners around the world.

Looking Ahead

The vision is clear: an international Hippoevent Para Spotlight Series, bringing together
competitions across several countries, featuring an overall season ranking and culminating
each year in the crowning of the Hippoevent Para Spotlight Champion.

Another important objective is to help establish Para Driving in new countries while
revitalising the discipline where participation has declined. Hippoevent also aims to
encourage recreational and grassroots driving, creating opportunities for more people with
disabilities to discover and enjoy carriage driving.

Greven-Bockholt 2026 was only the first step.
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The journey has just begun.
Visibility Creates the Future
Visibility creates awareness.

Awareness creates recognition.

Multiple champion Heiner Lehrter - Mr. Para Driving
Together, we can shape the future of carriage driving for athletes with disabilities—
internationally, innovatively and inclusively.

Hippoevent Para Spotlight connects people, links competitions and demonstrates
that carriage driving is at its strongest when passion, teamwork, fairness and
inclusion naturally go hand in hand.

This was not simply the beginning of a new competition. It was the beginning of a
global movement for Para Driving.

Top 3| Foto Kai Schleicher
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